
2026.2.9

Evansville Riverfront
Project Update

50% Schematic Design



Agenda

● Intros and how the vision came to be (5min)

● Initial planning along the 50-mile corridor

● Community engagement and partnerships (5min)

● The outcomes and impact of a re-envisioned downtown park (15min)

● Discussion (remainder)
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INITIAL PLANNING





A Communal Voice 
for a Big Transformation



A Powerful River that Fluctuates



A Thriving, Novel Ecosystem 
for the Future



Reorienting to the River



Regional Strategies



Downtown Mount Vernon Downtown 
Mount Vernon



Stitch the Evansville 
Downtown



THE OUTCOMES - THE VISION



Great Bend Park
Evansville, Indiana Great Bend Park

EVANSVILLE



Today...





Great Bend Park



Great Bend Park

“The Bend” threads through 
iconic spaces, for everyday 
and the big day

The Bend is a 
Multi-Modal Path

“The Bend” serves 
as Flood Protection



Technical Analysis
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An Edge Defined by the Levee System



Great Bend Park
Bending the Boundaries of Park and Protection



Frequency and Seasonality
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Great Bend Park 
50% SD 

33 acres of new and enhanced greenspace planned in downtown Evansville;
Over 800 trees planted to expand urban canopy and improve environmental 
resilience;
1 mile of multi-use trails improving riverfront access and connectivity (The “Bend” 
path) with additional 1.3 miles secondary & tertiary pathways; 
Key amenities include:  bathrooms, Retail Pavilion, Waterfront Dining, water play 
features, flexible lawn/stage, climb wall, terraces, market place, destination 
playground (1.5 acre), and Multi-sports courts (1.2 acre).



Key Plan

Bend Park North

Terrace Steps & 
Restaurant Building Playground & 

Walnut Street Residential
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Bend Park North
50% SD
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Flooding, 
Maintenance, 
Operation
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Bend Park North
50% SD
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1 4

2

1

5
4

6

3

5

2

3

6



32



33

Bend Park North
50% SD Study
Main Street Plaza
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Transforming 
Riverside Dr





Riverside Drive 
Before and After
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Bend Park North
50% SD
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Bend Park North
30% SD Plan Sketch
Terrace Steps & Restaurant Building
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Key Plan

Bend Park North

Terrace Steps & 
Restaurant Building Playground & 

Walnut Street Residential

Bend Park South

Elevated Canopy Walk & Main Street Plaza
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Bend Park South
50% SD
Playground
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Bend Park South
50% SD
Tower Play & Climbing Wall
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Bend Park South
50% SD
Plaza with flexible seating
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50% SD
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Bend Park South
50% SD
Water Play & Splash zone
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Thank you!


